
Milestones 2021

JANUARY
05-01 Lantis, as client for the Oosterweel 
Link (Antwerp, Belgium), awards the 
contract for the construction of the Right 
Bank sub-project to the ‘ROCO’ joint 
venture, of which BESIX is part. 

08-01 BESIX is ISO 45001:2018 certified. 
This certification, which relates to health 
and safety at work, covers all contracting 
activities in the countries where BESIX 
operates.

29-01 BESIX Infra acquires the road 
construction activities of STRABAG in 
the Netherlands and renames it BESIX 
Infra Nederland. The acquisition includes 
a transfer of all assets, including all real 
estate, the asphalt plant, equipment, 
employees, and ongoing projects.

FEBRUARY
11-02 For the second year in a row, BESIX 
Group is certified Belgian Top Employer by 
the Top Employers Institute.    

28-04 BESIX Group organises its annual 
Global Safety Time Out, dedicated to 
occupational cancers and mental health. 

30-04 BESIX RED announces the 
signature of a 15-year lease agreement 
with Société Générale Luxembourg for the 
occupation of the entire ICÔNE building in 
Belval (Luxembourg).

MAY
05-05 Van den Berg, BESIX and ComTIS 
deliver a sustainable heating system to the 
Royal Estate of Laeken (Belgium), which 
will reduce its CO2 emissions by 2,300 tons 
per year. 

21-05 BESIX RED launches the 
commercialisation of the first phase of 
DUUO, its first ever residential development 
in Portugal, after successfully obtaining the 
architectural permit.

  

25-05 Pierre Sironval succeeds Rik 
Vandenberghe as Deputy CEO of 
BESIX!Group. 

30-05 PFO Africa awards BESIX the 
construction of the Palais des Congrès in 
Abidjan (Ivory Coast). 

15-02 BESIX RED delivers the public 
part of the Kaai District project in Aalst 
(Belgium), which comprises a car park for 
900 cars and 700 bicycles and 1,980 m" 
of offices for the national railway company 
SNCB-NMBS.    

17-02 BESIX Watpac completes 
the Herston Quarter building, a highly 
specialised Surgical, Treatment and 
Rehabilitation Service building in Brisbane 
(Australia).

MARCH
09-03 With the Schindler R.I.S.E robot, 
the 340-metre Dubai Uptown Tower, 
designed and built by BESIX Middle East, 
is the first supertall tower in the world to 
adopt robotics for lift installation (UAE).    

16-03 Works start on the 318 Valfabbrica 
state road in Italy. The project includes two 
tunnels of 874 and 1,545 metres, as well as 
a viaduct and a bridge. 

16-03 Sydney Metro awards BESIX 
Watpac the contract to build the stunning 
new Barangaroo Station in the heart of the 
city (Australia).

30-03 The Kõtui team, with BESIX Watpac 
as the lead contractor, is selected to design 
the new Te Kaha Stadium for Christchurch 
City Council in New Zealand. The 25,000-
seat indoor stadium will host major sporting 
competitions, international concerts, and 
smaller local shows and events. 

JUNE 
03-06 BESIX Watpac celebrates the 
National Reconciliation Week, which 
honours Indigenous history and culture in 
Australia.   

09-06 BESIX and its partner complete 
the renovation of the Stationspostgebouw 
in The Hague, the Netherlands, a listed 
building.

21-06 BESIX and its partners achieve 
the financial close of the Dubai Waste-to-
Energy project, a 1.2 billion dollar public-
private partnership. BESIX is involved in 
the design, financing, construction, and 
35-year operations and maintenance of the 
project, which includes one of the world’s 
largest waste-to-energy plants.

  

25-06 The first rotating bridge built by 
BESIX on the Vistula Split construction site 
opens to traffic. In addition, the Harbour 
Master Building is completed.

APRIL
13-04 The Sea Water Reserve Osmosis 
plant at the Jebel Ali Power Plant treats 
182 million litres of drinking water per day 
and is starting to supply the city’s water 
network (UAE). 

 22-04 BESIX Group delivers the French 
Pavilion for the Dubai World Expo (UAE). 
The building is an example of respect for 
the principles of bioclimatic architecture, 
which is reflected in the choice of materials 
and a global circular approach.  

22-04 BESIX is awarded the POST 
Rotterdam contract (The Netherlands). 
The project includes the renovation of a 
historic building and the construction of a 
155-metre tower, in one of the city’s most 
dynamic and lively districts.

30-06 BESIX Group, Belgian trade unions 
FGBT-ABVV and CSC-ACV, and the 
Building and Wood Workers’ International 
(BWI) support the recognition by the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) of 
health and safety at work as a fundamental 
right.

30-06 BESIX Middle East records 10 
million safe man-hours without lost time 
injury on the 340-metre-high Dubai Uptown 
Tower (UAE).

JULY
01-07 BESIX Nederland delivers the 
Terraced Tower skyscraper in Rotterdam, a 
particularly impressive building in terms of 
engineering (The Netherlands).    

02-07 ‘Connect Brisbane’, led by BESIX 
Watpac, is selected to design and build the 
Kangaroo Point Green Bridge. The contract 
includes a 460-metre-long cable-stayed 
pedestrian bridge, one of the longest of its 
kind in the world.
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05-07 In partnership with PFO Africa, 
BESIX is participating in the construction 
of the F Tower in Abidjan (Ivory Coast), 
Africa’s tallest tower. BESIX is in charge of 
the project management, as well as the 
execution of the structural work.

  

15-07 BESIX Group subsidiary Van den 
Berg acquires Agidens Infra Automation, 
a market leader in automation, remote 
control, interconnection and intelligent 
energy management for infrastructures, 
including locks, movable bridges, tunnels, 
weirs and pumping stations.  

19-07 BESIX and its BRAVO-4 consortium 
partners are the preferred bidder for the 
R4 West-East project, a Design, Build, 
Finance, Maintain contract for the Ghent 
ring road infrastructure in Belgium. 

AUGUST
02-08 BESIX and its partners are starting 
the rehabilitation of the Huccorgne viaduct, 
a major motorway construction site in 
southern Belgium.    

07-08 BESIX and Orascom Construction 
successfully transport the King Khufu 
Solar Boat from the archaeological site of 
the Giza pyramids to the Grand Egyptian 
Museum complex. Inherited from ancient 
Egypt, the King Khufu Solar Boat is 
considered to be the oldest intact ship in 
the world.

  

10-08 The two towers of MIC Construct’s 
impressive Lusail Plaza Towers project in 
Doha, Qatar, are reaching their highest 
point.  

OCTOBER
04-10 Matexi awards BESIX and Wust the 
construction of four buildings in the new Paradis 
Express eco-district in Liège (Belgium). The 
project comprises four buildings, in addition to 
the first three built by BESIX for Befimmo.    

07-10 DPG Media awards BESIX the 
construction of Mediavaert, the new Dutch 
headquarters of the media company in 
Amsterdam. With over 44,000 m", this 
building will be one of the largest hybrid-
timber office buildings in the world.  

08-10 The two emblematic Grotius towers 
that BESIX and its partners are building in 
The Hague (The Netherlands) reach their 
highest point. 

 

22-10 Six Construct, a BESIX subsidiary 
in the Middle-East, is awarded the 
Corporate Social Responsibility label by the 
Dubai Chamber of Commerce for the 9th 
consecutive time. It is the only construction 
company to achieve this feat. 

27-10 In partnership with Trojan, Six 
Construct is awarded the contract for the 
construction of the Guggenheim Museum in 
Abu Dhabi (UAE). Designed by Frank Gehry, 
the museum will be the largest of the four 
Guggenheim museums in the world.

  

29-10 Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield awards 
BESIX the construction of the Tour Triangle, 
which will be the third tallest building in 
Paris (France).

  

SEPTEMBER
02-09 BESIX delivers the Quatuor project 
to its client Befimmo, an exceptional 
development of four towers totalling 60,000 
m" in the heart of Brussels (Belgium).   

  

07-09 In Riga, the construction of the first 
bridge of the Rail Baltica Central Station is 
officially launched (Latvia). 

  

07-09 The construction of the Infinity 
Bridge in Shindagha, Dubai, is completed 
by Six Construct (UAE). 

 

 

NOVEMBER
15-11 The Theemswegtracé, a 
4-kilometre-long railway viaduct built by 
BESIX in the port of Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands, is completed after three years 
of work. 

  

18-11 BESIX Group subsidiary Vanhout 
acquires a 40% stake in BuildUp, a 
company developing innovative and 
sustainable solutions in the field of modular 
construction. 

 25-11 BESIX and its partners deliver 
the iconic new BNP Paribas Fortis 
headquarters in the centre of Brussels, 
a 100,000 m" passive building meeting 
the highest standards of innovation and 
environmental performance. 

  

20-09 BESIX and Proximus acquire stakes 
in i.Leco, a technology start-up specialising 
in building energy management. Together, 
they create aug#e, a platform for smart 
building applications combining their 
respective expertise in building, ICT and 
energy. 

23-09 BESIX organises the annual clean-
up day in which the group’s teams around 
the world participate. On this occasion, the 
group’s 1,800 volunteers collect 15 tonnes 
of man-made waste. 

  

23-09 BESIX delivers the Belgian Pavilion 
for the Dubai World Expo. One of the key 
features of the building is that it can be 
dismantled and reassembled identically 
elsewhere after the Expo.   

  

DECEMBER
01-12 BESIX RED and its partner ICN 
announce the acquisition of a site and the 
development of a new mixed-use project 
in Amsterdam Nieuw-West, the second 
project of BESIX RED in the Netherlands.    

 01-12 A key milestone is reached in 
Nachtigal (Cameroon) with the opening of a 
cofferdam to allow the minimum ecological 
flow of the Sanaga River to be diverted 
through the already constructed part of the 
dam. This new step allows construction of 
the rest of the dam to begin. 

  

22-12 The construction of the fly-over 
on the A16 has started. The bridge deck 
is gradually pushed over the existing 
infrastructure without hindering traffic, on 
a length of 400 m, using the Incremental 
Launching Method (The Netherlands).
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