
IMPROVING DUBAI’S MOBILITY WITH 
THE SHINDAGHA BRIDGE PROJECT  
THE SHINDAGHA BRIDGE IS AN AED 394 MILLION INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT THE DUBAI ROAD 
AND TRANSPORT AUTHORITY (RTA) HAS LAUNCHED TO IMPROVE THE CITY’S TRAFFIC FLOW 
AND SAFETY. SINCE BEING APPOINTED MAIN CONTRACTOR BACK IN 2018, SIX CONSTRUCT HAS 
PROVEN TO EXECUTE THE PROJECT SO FAR IN AN EXCELLENT WAY.     

PART OF A AED 5 
BILLION PROJECT 

The Shindagha Bridge project consists of a 295-metre 

long bridge over the Dubai Creek. It is part of the AED 

5 billion Shindagha Corridor Project, which focuses on 

improving various local roadways in the heart of Dubai. The 

larger project will eventually extend 13 kilometres and will 

significantly improve traffic on a major intersection in the old 

Dubai district. Works will mainly include two flyover bridges, a 

one-lane ramp and a two-lane tunnel.  

The Corridor project is being developed in five phases; 

the Shindagha Bridge is part of the third phase and will 

connect the historic districts of Al Shindagha and Al Ras. 

It will run parallel to the 45-year-old Shindagha Tunnel, 

the only crossing in the area, and will have the capacity to 

accommodate a staggering 12,000 vehicles per hour per 

direction. A much-needed development to reduce traffic 

density for one of the busiest crossings on the Dubai creek.  

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND 

To facilitate that much commuting traffic every day, the design 

foresees six lanes in each direction in addition to a pedestrian 

crossing. Some 15 metres below the bridge, dhows and 

yachts will be able to pass under it.   

What’s more to the design – and what will definitely put 

the project on the map as Dubai’s latest landmark - is the 

bridge’s infinity arch: an architectural arch shaped in the form 

of the mathematical symbol for infinity. The top will rise up to 

42 metres from the deck and the entire feature will require 

approximately 2,400 tonnes of steel to shape it. 

TRAVELLING FORMWORKS 

The Six Construct team started construction in May 2018. 

Among the milestones they successfully achieved are driving 

1,400 sheet piles and boring and casting 2.5-metre-wide 

piles that are 50 metres long. They equally excavated ground 

5 metres below the seabed to pour a 2,000 m³ concrete 

pile cap so the arch could be firmly anchored into the piers. 

Particularly crucial at this stage was keeping the cofferdam 

dry, which the team pulled off. 

Following that successful achievement was the actual 

embedding of the arch in the concrete piers, for which they 

had to install six central pieces. The sheer weight and size of 

the arch was and continues to be the most challenging part 

of the entire project. 

“THE ‘BEST CONTRACTOR OF 
MEGA PROJECTS 2019’ AND 

‘BEST CONTRACTOR FOR HSE 
PERFORMANCE 2019’ AWARDS ARE AN 
ASTOUNDING REWARD FOR THE HARD 

WORK ACHIEVED BY THE TEAM ON 
THE SHINDAGHA “INFINITY” BRIDGE 

PROJECT THIS YEAR. THANKS TO 
ALL MY BESIX AND SIX CONSTRUCT 

COLLEAGUES THAT HAVE  HELPED 
AND GUIDED US TO REACH THIS HIGH 

LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE.”

NICHOLAS BRUYNINCKX,  
PROJECT MANAGER

As we speak (March 2020), the team is gearing up to cross 

the creek. This means they are putting in place the final 

preparations to construct the 295-metre-long bridge deck, 

using the method of travelling formworks. This method is 

similar to the one used at another BESIX landmark delivered 

in 2019, the Crown Princess Mary’s Bridge in Roskilde, 

Denmark, where a balanced cantilever also did the job. It 

allows teams to access the bridges from the extremities if the 

middle span is not yet accessible. In the case of Shindagha, 

the team could work independently without affecting the 

marine traffic passing on the creek.  

And so it happens, Six Construct is erecting an army of 

16 form travellers on both sides of the pier to make the 

connection. Unlike Roskilde where precast elements were 

used, the elements here are being cast in-situ. Each traveller 

will cast a 3-metre element, along with a box girder, and will 

slide from one position to the next to complete the deck of 

the structure. Every time an element is cast on one side, 

another is cast on the other side to balance the loads on the 

pier. This phase of the project will take slightly less than a year 

to finish.  

AWARDED BEST CONTRACTOR 
AND SAFETY 

The Shindagha bridge is yet to be completed, but has already 

received two awards, and from none other than the client. Six 

Construct was praised as ‘Best Contractor of Mega Projects 

2019’ and ‘Best Contractor for HSE performance 2019’.    

 Project details

THE SHINDAGHA 
BRIDGE PROJECT
Location
Dubai, United Arab Emirates   

Client
Road & Transport Authority Dubai (RTA)  

Type of contract
Build

Construction period
2018-2022

Contract value
$102 million   
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