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FLYING HIGH IN ADELAIDE
BESIX WATPAC HAS DELIVERED A SLICK NEW AIRPORT EXPERIENCE FOR
ADELAIDE VISITORS AND COMMENCED WORK ON A NEW EXHIBITION SPACE FOR
ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PIECES OF AUSTRALIAN PIONEERING AVIATION
HISTORY.

The Adelaide Airport Terminal Expansion (TEX) project
upgrade works involved the expansion of the international
inbound passenger processing and baggage claim facility,
international arrivals duty free and passenger and immigration
facilities, retail tenancies and the international gate lounge and
duty-free areas.
BESIX Watpac also delivered a new retail concourse with passenger facilities and amenities, international airline lounges,
landside works and airside fencing, civil works, landscaping
and construction of entry roadways.
This project was a living and breathing alliance-style contract
delivered in close collaboration between BESIX Watpac and
Adelaide Airport Limited. This partnership approach was crucial in managing works within the live environment of a major
airport and resulted in no impact on public spaces or the flight
program.
It was also the key element in the project being delivered three
months ahead of schedule and under the project budget. Our
strong culture of safety embedded on site was demonstrated
by our zero lost time injury record across an almost threeand-a-half-year program. The project has provided a boost

to the local economy with 75 per cent local participation - a
testament to the company's strong local networks and commitment to engage local contractors.
Delivering on time and under budget, has been a key factor
in securing ongoing works at the site and BESIX Watpac is
now in the preliminary stages of constructing a stunning new
exhibition space at Adelaide Airport for the historic Vickers
Vimy, the first aircraft to complete the journey from England
to Australia.
The Vickers Vimy is still considered a remarkable aircraft for its
time, powered by twin Rolls Royce engines, the open cockpit
Vimy completed the 17,910 kilometre journey from the UK to
Australia at an average speed of 137 kph. After more than two
decades of service, the airplane was retired for display in the
Adelaide Airport.
The new exhibition space currently under construction will see
the Vimy relocated from a standalone building at the Adelaide
Airport to a climate-controlled location in the new terminal.
The plane will be moved a total of 2.1 km into the new terminal
and is expected to be relocated later in 2022.

“The extension of our
contract to include the
Vickers Vimy exhibition space
is an extremely important
project for the preservation
of a remarkable piece of
Australian aviation history
and it’s a great way for
BESIX Watpac to complete
the Adelaide Airport Terminal
expansion.”
AL CROSBY,
BESIX WATPAC MANAGER SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Project details

ADELAIDE
AIRPORT
TERMINAL
EXPANSION
Location
Adelaide, Australia
Client
Adelaide Airport Limited
Contract type
Design & Construct
Construction Period
2018 – 2022
Total contract value
200 million Australian dollars
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