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OUTSTANDING QUATUOR:
A SUSTAINABLE UPGRADE OF THE
BRUSSELS NORTHERN DISTRICT
IN 2021, BESIX DELIVERED THE QUATUOR
BUILDING TO ITS CLIENT BEFIMMO.
THE COMPLEX CONSISTS OF FOUR
ARCHITECTURALLY STUNNING TOWERS,
UNITED BY A HUGE INNER GARDEN.
QUATUOR IS DESIGNED TO BE PASSIVE AND
CONFORM TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF
QUALITY, INNOVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PERFORMANCE. AT THE TIME OF ITS DELIVERY,
QUATUOR WAS ALREADY PRE-LET TO
PRESTIGIOUS TENANTS SUCH AS BEOBANK,
TOURING, SILVERSQUARE, KONE AND BUY WAY
PERSONAL FINANCE. WE TALK TO PROJECT
DIRECTOR FABIAN SINAPI ABOUT THIS NEW
BRUSSELS LANDMARK.

IN-HOUSE EXPERTISE
“I can look back on having built a successful project, but not
without its own particular challenges: both technical ones
and sustainability challenges”, says Fabian. “The project
is distinguished by the very high standards in terms of
energy quality and sustainability, all in a technically complex
environment. The challenges started right off the bat when we
started the project.” Quatuor replaced the “Noordbuilding”, an
office complex of 40,000 m². “Demolishing the Noordbuilding,
removing its foundations and decontaminating the land was
a complex and delicate procedure, all the more so in a dense
urban environment. The solid expertise of our in-house civil
engineering department and the use of Building Information
Management (BIM) helped us to model coordinate all the
complex data involved in the project.”

Project details

QUATUOR
Location
Brussels, Belgium
Client
Befimmo
Contract type
Build
Construction period
2018 – 2021
Contract value
130 million EUR

400
PILES

36,000 m³
CONCRETE

BREAAM OUTSTANDING

Diversity as the path
to success
"I see two main factors for the project’s success:
the near-perfect project preparation with the help
of BIM and our inhouse engineering department
and our talented, diverse team. The construction
sector has a reputation of being a mostly male
environment, which is why I was even more
proud of the perfect gender parity of my site
team, as well as the healthy balance between
young engineers who are eager to learn and
more experienced engineers who brought their
valuable expertise. For me, a diverse team is the
path to success, not to mention the impact it has
on creating a motivating work environment."
FABIAN SINAPI, PROJECT DIRECTOR AT BESIX

Once the demolition was finished, the teams could start building
the four similar-looking towers of different heights, ranging from
R+5 to R+18 floors. From the design phase to the construction
phase, specific attention was paid to sustainability. “Thanks to the
investments made by our client Befimmo, the design of JaspersEyers and the expertise of the BESIX teams, Quatuor was the first
office building in Belgium to be certified BREAAM “Outstanding”. It
produces more than 25% of its primary energy on site. Over 1,400
solar panels account for 400,000 kwh/year, which is similar to the
yearly energy consumption of 178 households. It re-uses more
than 6 million liters of rain- and wastewater, which corresponds to
1 million toilet flushes. The 750,000 kwh of geothermal energy that
is produced every year saves up to 80 tonnes of CO2 per year. And
during construction, we gave priority to the use of high-performance
materials from Europe, which has contributed to effectively reducing
its environmental footprint”, explains Fabian. “We are certainly proud
to have built a project of such environmental and architectural quality.
We believe that Quatuor is an example to follow in terms of new
buildings with passive standards. I would like to congratulate our
teams and partners, and to thank our client, Befimmo, in particular,
for its confidence and the very good collaboration throughout the
construction of this outstanding project.”

145,000 m²
FORMWORK

3,100 tonnes
PASSIVE REBAR

350 tonnes
ACTIVE REBAR

60,000 m2
OF OFFICES

71

