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BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO A
HERITAGE-LISTED BUILDING
REHABILITATING A 70-YEAR-OLD LANDMARK AND TRANSFORMING IT INTO AN
ULTRAMODERN OFFICE BUILDING, THAT WAS THE TASK BESIX NEDERLAND AND J.P.
VAN EESTEREN RECEIVED LATE 2019 IN THE NETHERLANDS. ONLY 18 MONTHS LATER,
THEY DELIVERED THE RENOVATED STATIONSPOSTGEBOUW, A COMBINATION OF GREAT
RESPECT FOR HERITAGE AND NEW MODERN ELEMENTS.

COMBINING OLD AND NEW

A CITY WITHIN A CITY

The aim of the project was to renovate the building while
respecting its monumental character. Thanks to the
historic nature of the building, extensive archives had been
preserved which enabled the teams to really comprehend
the original design and adapt the new one to it. “We had to
take into account the existing constructive elements, while
implementing a challenging new design. Together with the
architect, we looked for an optimal solution, which we found
in the combination of old and new elements,” explains Rick
Verkleij, project manager at BESIX Nederland.

Stationspostgebouw consists of nine floors in total that
include meeting rooms and a restaurant on the ground
floor. A spectacular atrium forms the heart of the building.
Showpiece is the unique concrete arched roof at the top
floor, which offers its users stunning views over the city of
The Hague. Lastly, an underground bicycle parking was
constructed with a capacity of 300 bicycles.

The biggest challenge was to add four intermediate floors
within the double-height floors. “Here, the essential solution
was the addition of new load-bearing elements to the
original structure,” says Rick. “One of the old elements that
we preserved are the so-called rotated columns.” These
are hollow columns prefabricated at a given rotation speed,
which results in a high load-bearing capacity, while effectively
reducing the amount of concrete used. “Apart from that, we
added new thin steel columns to reduce the additional load
of the intermediate floors on the rotated columns,” explains
Rick.
Thanks to the combination of lightweight construction
methods and large voids in the new and existing floors, the
total weight of the renovated Stationspostgebouw remained
exactly the same as its original weight. Therefore, the
foundations weren’t affected and existing stability elements
could be left intact.

STATIONSPOSTGEBOUW, THE HAGUE, THE NETHERLANDS

BACK TO THE ROOTS

“This project is a good
illustration of our capabilities
in building renovation, a
promising sector in Western
Europe and shows that we can
combine respect for heritage
with high-quality renovation.”
RICK VERKLEIJ, PROJECT MANAGER
AT BESIX NEDERLAND

Originally built between 1940 and 1949, the
Stationspostgebouw has a rich history. With its strategic
location next to the train station Hollands Spoor in
The Hague, it first served as an important mail distribution
center for PTT, the former Dutch public postal service.
However, as it increasingly transported mail by road, the
company decided to move out and a long period of vacancy
followed. Until LIFE.NL and SENS real estate joined forces
and decided to breathe new life into the heritage-listed
building.

Lastly, the original outlook of the building remained and a
second glass façade was added as a sort of second skin to
insulate the building in an almost invisible manner. That way,
the monumental character was preserved, while at the same
time meeting high sustainability requirements. Energy is saved
and noise pollution from road and train traffic is reduced,
which in turn increases user comfort.

Now, the rehabilitated building has partly returned to its
original destination, as it serves as the headquarters of
Post NL, which is currently in charge of distributing the
Dutch public mail. Apart from that, it also contains coworking
spaces for Stationspost Offices and serves as a place to
meet, create and inspire.
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A 70-YEAR OLD LANDMARK,
FULLY REHABILITATED IN THE HAGUE

The building is the first phase of a larger project, Hollands
Spoor Kwartier, which aims at creating a city within a city.
In other words, it is to become a welcoming and green
district for living, working and recreating. Diversity in nature,
sustainability and technology are central and are also
incorporated in the renovated building.

Project details

STATIONSPOSTGEBOUW
Location
The Hague, The Netherlands
Client
Life NL & SENS real estate
Construction Period
2019 – 2021
External partner
J.P. van Eesteren
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