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WURUN SENIOR CAMPUS, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

BUILDING AN EDUCATION PRECINCT
REMOTELY IN A TIME OF COVID-19
IN 2021 BESIX WATPAC TEAM DELIVERED THE
SIX STOREY, WURUN SENIOR CAMPUS ON TIME
FOR SCHOOL TERM 1 2022 AND ON BUDGET
IN THE GROWING INNER-CITY SUBURB OF
FITZROY IN MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA, BY USING
ITS ENGINEERING-LED APPROACH AND VIRTUAL
COLLABORATION SOFTWARE.

Forming part of the Gasworks redevelopment in Fitzroy North,
BESIX Watpac has delivered the state-of-the-art, Wurun
Senior Campus with capacity for 650 students during one
of the toughest construction environments in recent history.
In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Australian and
Victorian Government imposed tough new safety standards
and social distancing procedures during 2020-21. However,
BESIX Watpac was able to overcome these challenges
to deliver its project on-time for school term 1 2022 and
on-budget by implementing a range of new and innovative
remote communication and tracker technologies.
The Wurun Senior Campus is now Victoria’s newest and
largest vertical school and includes five levels of learning
spaces and facilities for different departments plus bicycle
storage, offices, two stacked indoor sports courts, and an
Amphitheatre with performing spaces. Additionally, tiered
rooftop terraces provides students with outdoor recreation
areas and a third sports court.
BESIX Watpac worked with the Victorian School Building
Authority (VSBA) to create a solution that accommodates
not only for a full range of current education practices, but
also one that considers the future of combined virtual and in
person learning. Additionally, during the tender negotiations
a series of value engineering items were identified and upon
award were implemented to achieve both cost savings for
the client and an expedited delivery program. An example
of these changes includes the adjustment from a concrete

structure to a composite steel and concrete structure and
the elimination of gas from the building to achieve a more
sustainable and safe solution.
Finally, the site has been parceled to allow for the
construction of a potential future multilevel Sports Centre as
part of a separate process that is yet to be identified. The
design allows the school to be constructed and operated
independently of the future Sports Centre, although
service provision and possible connectivity with the future
development has been considered and some provisions have
been made accordingly.

Project details

WURUN SENIOR
CAMPUS
Location
Fitzroy Gasworks, Melbourne, Victoria
Client
Victorian School Building Authority
Contract type
Design and Construct
Construction Period
2020 – 2021
Contract value
71.5 million Australian dollars

Innovation
The engineering-led team saw the opportunity
to change the structural design from a
concrete structure to a composite steel and
concrete design. This added a financial and
program benefit and delivered value for
money for the client.
This project used OpenSpace, a 360-degree
photo software, throughout the design and
construction process, allowing for remote
collaboration and detailed documentation of
project construction progress.

“Using OpenSpace has been a game
changer for us. The way we’ve been
able to complete the design and how
the delivery team have been able to
do the works under these (Covid-19)
constraints has been amazing.”
MICHAJA RUTTEN, BESIX WATPAC PROJECT MANAGER

