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A Saint’s Inspired Inner City 
University
The Australian Catholic University’s (ACU) state-of-the-art Fitzroy campus breathes 
new life into tertiary education. Be it through its innovative technological features or the 
unmissable façade inscriptions, this 12-storey tower will offer a divine environment to its 
students and staff alike.

The building is part of ACU’s plan to accommodate mount-
ing student and staff growth within the inner-city suburb of 
Fitzroy, Melbourne. Through meticulous design, the 18,000m² 
tower encourages lateral learning opportunities through cen-
tralised teaching facilities and informal study spaces. Despite 
being surrounded by tall buildings, bustling cafes, and busy 
shops, the campus provides a pocket of peacefulness and 
connection within its varied facilities. These include a full 
library, congregational hub, elevated garden spaces with city 
views, a rooftop multi-sports court, and underground car and 
bicycle parking.

Uniquely, this university campus has a remarkable seven level 
basement structure. The complexity of geotechnical condi-
tions challenged the design teams to develop a system of a 
grout curtain construction methodology to allow construction 
to proceed within the highly permeable and clay-filled geol-
ogy. Modelling has predicted that without the grout curtain 
installed, the water inflow to site could have been as high 
as 120 litre/second during excavation. This is the first time a 
grout curtain on a project of this size and complexity has been 
installed in Victoria. Other noteworthy coordinations included 
the bespoke delivery of an advanced timber auditorium and 
the heritage listed, three level overbuild above the iconic Mary 
Glowrey Building. This once Note and Stamp Printing Depart-
ment will now serve as a private research and office hub for 
campus staff. 

BESIX Watpac has significant experience delivering work 
within and around heritage listed buildings. This expertise is 
maintained through a high level of consultation with a variety 
of stakeholders during delivery to protect building integrity 
through restoration and enrichment.

Much like the historic-meets-contemporary landscape that 
surrounds the university, ACU’s campus epitomises the mar-
riage of old and new. Paying homage to its namesake, philan-
thropist Saint Teresa of Kolkata, the building is fully clad with 
a GRC serrated edge that is inscribed in her memory. Having 
topped out in April last year, the project is nearing formal 
completion and will soon be full of inspired students ready to 
make their own mark on the world.   

Project details

ACU Saint 
Teresa of Kolkata 
Building

Location
Fitzroy, Melbourne (Australia) 

Contract type
Design & Construct

Contract value
225 million Australian dollars 
(approx. 136 million euros)

Construction period
December 2018 - April 2023

A whole new integrated 
public interface is achieved 
for the Campus by creating 

a more porous and 
transparent street presence, 
whilst highly contemporary 

teaching and learning 
facilities focused on well-

being through emphasis 
on comfort, natural light, 

and gardens will energise 
the ACU student and staff 

community.
Adrian Stanic, Director of Lyons (Project Architect)
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1. 2. Australian Catholic University, topping out ceremony in 
April 2022, Melbourne (Australia)

Buildings


